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· Searching for eBooks
 
Along with having students create eBooks as a demonstration of thier learning and understanding, eBooks can also be used to enhance the teaching and learning in your classroom. Thousands of historical texts that are now in the public domain are available in their entirety online in multiple eBook formats. As 1:1 programs (one computing device per student) become more prevelant, teachers can begin to take advantage of the wealth of resources available online in eBook format. Ebooks can be directly downloaded to tablet devices, eBook readers and embedded or linked from a class website or blog. Teachers no longer have to invest in a class set of books to be able to use a specific text as part of their class. With a strategic online search, books in the public domain can be quickly found as eBooks online.
 
· Google Books - Books that are out of copyright and available in the public domain are a also available in their entirety on Google Books. Google provides an embed code for each book in their database and this code can be pasted into any website, blog or wiki to allow your students to read from the text directly from your class site. Some Google Books can also be downloaded as a pdf or ePub format that can be read directly on an e-reader or handheld or tablet device.
· Google Search - When conducting a search online, simply add the term eBook or eText to the search terms. This simple addition will point your search in a direction that will find eBooks that you can then use in your classroom.
· Project Gutenberg - Similar to Google Books, Project Gutenberg is beginning the process of making books available online for download from their database in a number of eBook formats. Within Project Gutenberg, you can search by keywork, author or category. Books can be downloaded to reader on a handheld device, tablet or can be read directly from the site. When available, Project Gutenberg also includes audio books for download that can be downloaded and played on a portable mp3 player.
· LibriVox - An eBook isn't just downloadable text, LibriVox offers audio files for download of books that are available in the public domain. Simply search for a book by title or author and download the audio file. The audio file can be played back in class or transfered to a portable mp3 player.
· eBooks Tools & Resources
 
There are many online platforms that allow students to create eBooks, each with varied functions in regards to stock images, importing possibility, multimedia, and conversion from word processed documents. Most eBook platforms allow work to be printed if desired, and many allow authors to select a bound final product (for a fee). Teachers should check each platform thoroughly before using it with their students, as many platforms are commercial in nature and may contain examples not suited for elementary grade levels. Many sites also have social networking capabilities, with tagging, contacts, online communities, and messaging. All eBook platforms require authors to create an account with an active email to login. Teachers may choose to create a group login for collaboration, and some platforms have class subscriptions for educators with secure sites.
 
myebook
With myebook , authors can choose to create a work from an existing .pdf file or from scratch. If creating from scratch, authors can start with blank pages or with a theme. Once begun, authors can enter text, load and insert images, embed video and flash files or embed external movies, incorporate hyperlinks, and add forms and documents. Authors can change the look and feel of the book by modifying fonts, backgrounds, and color schemes. Clip art is limited in myebook. Once published, the work can be shared via a hyperlink or social media outlets, or it can be embedded into an existing Web site or wiki. Books can also be protected by a password.
 
Bookemon
Making an eBook on Bookemon is straightforward and fairly easy. As with other platforms, authors may Bookemons upload an existing document (.pdf. .ppt, or .doc), start from scratch with a blank page, or use one of Bookemon’s many templates. Bookemon also has an edCenter, allowing teachers to create a “cure, private and friendly environment for their students and staff to create and share books”. When creating books, authors can change the layout and order of each page, manipulate the size, shape, font, and color of text, and insert stock clip art or their own images. Bookemon is limited in the area of multimedia, as there are no functions for inserting audio, video, and hyperlinks. Once published, the work can be shared via a hyperlink or it can be embedded into an existing Web site or wiki with a widget. The site does appear to be commercial with price quotes, but students can ignore this and use the platform for educational creativi




